
267 

List of Contributors 

David Best is Professor of Philosophy at Birmingham Institute of Art and 
Design, University of Central England, and Senior Research Fellow in 
Philosophy, University of Wales. He is one of England's most 
distinguished practitioners in the philosophy of the arts and a prolific 
author and lecturer noted for his work in the performing arts. His books 
include Expression in Movement and the Arts, Lepus Books, London (1974); 
Philosophy and Human Movement, George Allen & Unwin, London (1978); 
Reason and Feeling in the Arts, George Allen & Unwin, London (1985); and 
The Rationality of Feeling: Understanding the Arts in Education, The Falmer 
Press, London (1992). 

Charles Varela is Professor of Sociology and Psychology at Union 
County College, New Jersey. He completed a B. A. at Brockport College, 
New York, and an M. A. in Human Relations Studies plus a Ph. D. in 
sociology at New York University. His dissertation won the New York 
University Founder's Day Award for Outstanding Scholarship. His major 
interest is in the sociology of knowledge; especially religion, philosophy, 
the natural and social sciences, literature and music. He recently com­
pleted two book manuscripts; Freud to Mead: The Third Psychologist's 
Fallacy and the Social Nature of Unawareness and The Social Construction of 
Psychological Reality: The Unconscious. A recent paper entitled, 
"Cartesianism Revisited: The Ghost in the Machine or the lived Body" will 
appear in Action Sign Systems in Cultural Context: The Visible and the 
Invisible in Movement and Dance. (B. Farnell, Ed.), Scarecrow Press, 
Metuchen New Jersey, (1994). 

Drid Williams is presently living and working as a free-lance writer and 
lecturer in Minneapolis, Minnesota. She completed Diploma, B.Utt. and 
D.Phil. degrees from St. Hugh's College, Oxford, U.K. in 1976, and an 
MLS in Library Science from the School of Library and Information 
Science, Indiana University, Bloomington, in 1985. She is the architect of 
the theory of human action, 'semasiology'. Her particular interests lie in 
signs, symbols and their objects. She is presently editing a series of books 
for Scarecrow Press, The Signs of Human Action. She has taught in the 
United States, Australia and Kenya and is presently working on two 
papers: Action Signs and Semasiology: Messages, Meanings and the Moving 
Body, for an International Semiotics Conference at the University of 



268 

California, Berkeley, in June, 1994, and Ceci n'est pas un Wallaby, for a 
special issue of Visual Anthropology on dances and dancing, for which she 
is also Guest Editor. 




